Introduction

political economy, that in the middle ages, at
least, and, indeed, in both the ante- and post-
classical periods, a monopoly of, or predominant
share in, the trade with the countries vaguely
known as " India," comprising as they did a
half, or more than a half, of the world's total
population, must have been of the last im-
portance to any commercial nation lucky or
energetic enough to oust its rivals from it.

The earliest civilisation connected with
Europe of which any traces exist is that which
Mr Arthur Evans has shown to have existed on
the shores of the ^Egean Sea. 2500 B.C. may,
perhaps, be assumed as the earliest date which
can safely be accepted in connection with this.
In the present state of our knowledge it would
be too much to state dogmatically that there
was no knowledge of nor intercourse with India
at this date; but it seems very improbable, as
in Homeric and classical times what little know-
ledge there was of India existing among the
Greeks was rather suited to the mists of the
poet than to the exactness of the historian or
the geographer. All that Herodotus* can tell
us is that India is the wealthiest and most
populous country on earth, that Darius I con-
quered its western part, and that Indians
served in the Persian army. Whether it was

* The " India " of Herodotus extends eastward no further than the
countries bordering on what was considered to be the river of India,
namely, the Indus.